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ɸʅʅʆʊɸʎʀʗ 

ɸʚʪʦʨ ɸʤʠʨ ɸʟʘʤʪappʭʠʘʥ 

ʅʘʟʚʘʥʠʝ ʤʘʛʠʩʪʝʨʩʢʦʡ 

ʜʠʩʩʝʨʪʘʮʠʠ 

ʄʦʜʝʣʠʨʦʚʘʥʠʝ ʨʘʩʧʨʝʜʝʣʝʥʠʷ ʫʙʳʪʢʘ ʢʨʝʜʠʪʥʦʛʦ 

ʧʦʨʪʬʝʣʷ, ʠʩʩʣʝʜʦʚʘʥʠʝ ʚ ʙʘʥʢʦʚʩʢʦʡ ʦʪʨʘʩʣʠ 

ʌʘʢʫʣʴʪʝʪ ɺʳʩʰʘʷ ʰʢʦʣʘ ʤʝʥʝʜʞʤʝʥʪʘ 

ʅʘʧʨʘʚʣʝʥʠʝ ʧʦʜʛʦʪʦʚʢʠ ʂʦʨʧʦʨʘʪʠʚʥʳʝ ʌʠʥʘʥʩʳ 

ɻʦʜ 2016 

ʅʘʫʯʥʳʡ ʨʫʢʦʚʦʜʠʪʝʣʴ ɸʣʝʢʩʘʥʜʨ ɺʘʩʠʣʴʝʚʠʯ ɹʫʭʚʘʣʦʚ 

ʆʧʠʩʘʥʠʝ ʮʝʣʠ, ʟʘʜʘʯ ʠ 

ʦʩʥʦʚʥʳʭ ʨʝʟʫʣʴʪʘʪʦʚ 

ɺ ʵʪʦʡ ʨʘʙʦʪʝ ʧʨʦʚʦʜʠʪʩʷ ʠʩʩʣʝʜʦʚʘʥʠʝ ʚ ʦʙʣʘʩʪʠ 

ʫʧʨʘʚʣʝʥʠʷ ʢʨʝʜʠʪʥʳʤʠ ʨʠʩʢʘʤʠ ʠ ʧʨʝʜʣʘʛʘʝʪʩʷ ʤʦʜʝʣʴ 

ʜʣʷ ʨʘʩʧʨʝʜʝʣʝʥʠʷ ʫʙʳʪʢʦʚ ʢʨʝʜʠʪʥʦʛʦ ʧʦʨʪʬʝʣʷ ʚ 

ʙʘʥʢʦʚʩʢʦʡ ʠʥʜʫʩʪʨʠʠ. ɹʳʣʦ ʦʧʨʝʜʝʣʝʥʦ, ʯʪʦ ʤʦʜʝʣʴ ʚ 

ʦʩʥʦʚʝ ʪʨʝʙʦʚʘʥʠʡ ʩʠʩʪʝʤʳ çɹʘʟʝʣʴè ʨʘʙʦʪʘʝʪ ʭʦʨʦʰʦ ʚ 

ʙʣʘʛʦʧʨʠʷʪʥʳʭ ʵʢʦʥʦʤʠʯʝʩʢʠʭ ʫʩʣʦʚʠʷʭ, ʥʦ ʥʝ ʙʳʣʘ 

ʜʦʢʘʟʘʥʘ ʵʬʬʝʢʪʠʚʥʦʩʪʴ ʤʦʜʝʣʠ ʚ ʧʝʨʠʦʜʳ ʢʨʠʟʠʩʦʚ ʠ 

ʵʢʦʥʦʤʠʯʝʩʢʠʭ ʩʧʘʜʦʚ. ɺ ʦʩʥʦʚʝ ʩʠʩʪʝʤʳ çɹʘʟʝʣʷè 

ʣʝʞʠʪ ʦʜʥʦʬʘʢʪʦʨʥʘʷ ʤʦʜʝʣʴ ɻʘʫʩʩʘ, ʢʦʪʦʨʘʷ ʦʧʨʝʜʝʣʷʝʪ 

ʢʦʨʨʝʣʷʮʠʶ ʤʝʞʜʫ ʜʝʬʦʣʪʘʤʠ ʢʨʝʜʠʪʦʚ ʚ ʧʦʨʪʬʝʣʝ, ʘ 

ʪʘʢʞʝ ʤʦʜʝʣʴ ɺʘʩʠʯʝʢʘ ʜʣʷ ʦʧʨʝʜʝʣʝʥʠʷ ʨʘʟʤʝʨʘ 

ʨʝʟʝʨʚʦʚ. ɺ ʨʘʙʦʪʝ ʙʳʣʘ ʧʨʝʜʣʦʞʝʥʘ ʤʦʜʝʣʴ 

ʨʘʩʧʨʝʜʝʣʝʥʠʷ ʫʙʳʪʢʦʚ ʧʦʨʪʬʝʣʷ ʚ ʧʝʨʠʦʜʳ 

ʵʢʦʥʦʤʠʯʝʩʢʦʛʦ ʩʧʘʜʘ ʠ ʢʨʠʟʠʩʦʚ, ʚ ʦʩʥʦʚʝ ʢʦʪʦʨʦʡ 

ʣʝʞʠʪ ʦʜʥʦʬʘʢʪʦʨʥʘʷ ʢʦʧʫʣʘ ʨʘʩʧʨʝʜʝʣʝʥʠʷ ʉʪʴʶʜʝʥʪʘ 

ʩʦ ʩʪʦʭʘʩʪʠʯʝʩʢʠʤ ʨʘʩʧʨʝʜʝʣʝʥʠʝʤ ʫʙʳʪʢʦʚ. ɹʦʣʝʝ ʪʦʛʦ 

ʤʦʜʝʣʴ ʧʨʝʜʦʩʪʘʚʣʷʝʪ ʢʨʠʚʫʶ ʟʘʚʠʩʠʤʦʩʪʠ ʢʨʝʜʠʪʥʦʛʦ 

ʨʠʩʢʘ ʚʨʝʤʝʥʥʦʡ ʩʪʨʫʢʪʫʨʳ ʠ ʨʘʩʰʠʨʷʝʪ ʤʦʜʝʣʴ 

çɹʘʟʝʣʷè ʚʥʝʜʨʷʷ ʪʘʢʞʝ ʢʦʨʨʝʣʷʮʠʦʥʥʫʶ ʩʚʷʟʴ ʤʝʞʜʫ 

ʚʝʨʦʷʪʥʦʩʪʴʶ ʜʝʬʦʣʪʘ ʠ ʫʙʳʪʢʦʤ ʚ ʩʣʫʯʘʝ ʜʝʬʦʣʪʘ. 

ʀʩʩʣʝʜʦʚʘʥʠʝ ʙʳʣʦ ʧʨʦʚʝʜʝʥʦ ʩ ʧʦʤʦʱʴʶ ʤʝʪʦʜʘ 

ʄʦʥʪʝ-ʂʘʨʣʦ ʠ ʧʨʝʜʣʘʛʘʝʪ ʘʥʘʣʠʟ ʚʣʠʷʥʠʷ 

ʧʨʝʜʣʦʞʝʥʥʦʡ ʤʦʜʝʣʠ ʥʘ ʩʪʨʘʪʝʛʠʶ ʢʨʝʜʠʪʦʚʘʥʠʷ ʚ 

ʩʨʘʚʥʝʥʠʠ ʩ ʤʦʜʝʣʴʶ çɹʘʟʝʣʴè. 

ʂʣʶʯʝʚʳʝ ʩʣʦʚʘ ɹʘʟʝʣʴ, ʢʨʝʜʠʪʥʳʡ ʨʠʩʢ, ʢʦʨʨʝʣʷʮʠʷ ʜʝʬʦʣʪʦʚ, ʢʦʧʫʣʘ, 

ʨʘʩʧʨʝʜʝʣʝʥʠʝ ʫʙʳʪʢʦʚ ʢʨʝʜʠʪʥʦʛʦ ʧʦʨʪʬʝʣʷ, ʤʝʪʦʜ 

ʄʦʥʪʝ-ʂʘʨʣʦ 
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Introduction  

Credit risk can be considered as the most critical of all types of risk. It is estimated that 

financial institutions allocate about 60% of the regulatory capital to credit risk, about 15% to market 

risk and about 25% to operational risk1. There are two types of credit risk, migration risk and default 

risk whereas the latter is the subject of this thesis.  

On the regulatory framework of Basel II & III, the required reserves are categorized in two 

Tiers. Tier 1 generally represents shareholdersô equity and retained earnings while Tier 2 determines 

the subordinated long-term debt, general loan-losses and undisclosed reserves. Banks have to maintain 

a total capital ratio of 8% regarding risk-based assets2 in the balance sheet, broken into 6% for Tier 1 

and at least 2% for Tier 2.  Apparently, putting aside a specific part of capital to hedge against probable 

losses limits the potential interest incomes. On the other hand, banks avoid unhedged risk and it 

prompts them to demand for quantifying accurate reserves to trade-off between risk and return and 

formulate a more efficient hedging strategy. Likewise, maintaining the net-interest income within a 

steady state range and decisions concerning the bank capital structure or the service fees are highly 

contingent on the amount of these reserves as well.  

Among the major genres of risks that banks are exposed to, such as market, operational, credit, 

and liquidity risk, this thesis concentrates on credit default risk of the counterparty corporations in a 

loan portfolio and provides the bank with a quantitative figure of loss distribution and the required 

economic capital.  It comes up with a generic model for credit risk and extends Basel to model loan 

portfolio loss distribution. Basel capital adequacy model generally works well in normal economic 

situation, however, it does not take into account some types of risks appearing in economy downturns 

and recessions, such as default contagion and tail dependence of default rates. Moreover, empirically 

it is evidenced that default rates and recovery rates depend nonlinearly in a manner that expected 

recoveries are tending to decrease more in recession comparing their likely increase in expansionary 

economy.  

  

                                                           
1 Correlation risk modelling and management by Gunter Meissner, 2013 
2 Weighted sum of assets based on their corresponding risks 

https://www.google.ru/search?newwindow=1&espv=2&biw=1600&bih=716&q=Gunter+Meissner&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LRT9c3zMpJN8suSapS4gXxDJPMCy2ysssNtGSyk630k_Lzs_XLizJLSlLz4svzi7KtEktLMvKLALE8TNA9AAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi0mOX4kv3LAhUKG5oKHRsBAtwQmxMIfygBMA8
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Research goal 

The thesis primarily involves ñextending Basel credit risk capital adequacy model for economy 

downturns through modeling and incorporating empirical evidences of the risk factors and their 

interactions and analyzing how it influences the bank lending strategyò. 

Motivation and research questions  

Should banks operate smoothly, Basel regulates to keep some capital as reserves to absorb 

probable losses. In this regard, Basel II recommends Vasicek model as an industry standard. However, 

the model comes with unrealistic assumptions such as similar probability of default for all 

counterparties in portfolio with the same default correlation and constant through time. Moreover, 

contrary to empirical evidences, it assumes independence between recovery rates and default rates. 

This thesis extends the model to approach the problem regarding the corresponding realities based on 

empirical and the stylized facts. It comes up with the consequences of applying Basel model and 

answers to the following questions, 

1- How reliable is it to apply Basel in economic downturns? 

2- Does it matter to apply a more accurate model? 

3- How much is the difference between Economic Capital (EC) in Basel and the model? 

4- How does it influence the bank loan portfolio structure and lending strategy? 

Research gap 

Scholars in credit risk modeling devote their work on particular components of credit risk 

modeling such as probability of default, recovery rates or default correlations. Moreover, they chiefly 

concentrate on Analytically Tractable (AT) models via assuming independence or Gaussian processes 

to come up with mathematical closed form expressions; this limits the flexibility and also the 

applicability of the model in regard with real behavior of risk factors. The extensions to Vasicek model 

are mostly applied in pricing credit derivative products like Collateralized Debt Obligations (CDO), 

Credit Default Swaps (CDS) which deal with a portfolio of credit assets and defaultable 

counterparties;  the study for loan portfolio starts with Vasicek 1987 who correlated default rates by 

one-factor Gaussian copula and introduced analytical model for Large Homogeneous Portfolio (LHP). 

In his model correlations and recoveries are assumed deterministic and constant. Giese 2005 extends 

stochastic recoveries and comes up with correlated default rates and loss give defaults, furthermore, 

Fray 2013 predicts loss given defaults as a function of default rates. Moreover, Gregory, Burtschell 

and Laurent 2005 carry on a comparative study of different copulas in pricing of synthetic CDO 
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tranches.  Hull-White 2004 applies double t-student copula to CDO and ὲ  to default CDS. They 

extend their work in Hull-White 2010 and propose stochastic correlations as well as recovery rates 

correlated to default rates through Gaussian copulas.  

In loan portfolios there is a need to incorporate all realities together to model credit risk through 

considering not only appropriate models for each risk factor but also taking into account their 

empirical interactions and individual characteristics in economic downturns as well. Although Hull-

White 2010 fulfilled this objective to some extent, but still they simplified some realized facts and 

ignored tail dependence, a frequently observed phenomena in economic downturns, to model default 

correlations. Furthermore they did not account for negative-negative tail dependence of recovery rates 

and business cycles. Moreover, some commercial credit risk models like ñCredit Metricsò, ñCredit 

Risk+ò and ñMoodyôs KMVò propose models to forecast credit risk with better accuracy. Credit Swiss 

recommends ñCredit Risk+ò and correlates default rates by introducing default rate volatilities rather 

than some background common factor to model default correlations; Moodyôs KMV tries to model 

default correlations through correlating the assetsô processes of counterparties in a portfolio and JP 

Morgan ñCredit Metricsò model concentrates on transition matrixes of default correlations and tries 

to simulate portfolio behavior in terms of a Markov chain. Although each product has an advantage 

in some aspects but none of them thoroughly address the problem via incorporating all considerations. 

Research design 

In order to extend Basel for economic downturns and benefit from the previous proposed 

methodologies in loan portfolio, this thesis focuses on modeling interactions and gets Merton model 

to calculate probability of default, besides, assumes Vasicek process for Counterpartyôs assets value. 

The default rates are correlated through t-copula taking into account tail dependence to model 

systematic risk recessions. Moreover, it correlates recoveries with default rates through a Clayton 

copula to capture the negative-negative tail dependency as the stylized fact in market. In addition, it 

releases the constant correlation assumption and comes up with stochastic correlations negatively 

correlated with market performance through Gaussian copula. Finally, it takes a sample portfolio of 

loans and compares the economic capital with Basel. The main steps in the modeling process is 

summarized in the following flow chart, 
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Chapter one introduces research objective and poses thesis questions. Subsequent to a concise 

literature review, the methodology and problem formulation is presented in the next chapter where 

inputs and risk factors are described in detail with the associated characteristics of interactions for 

Monte Carlo simulation. Chapter 2 continues with modeling loss distribution in portfolio level and 

proposes credit-VaR. Finally, the third chapter represents implementation and managerial implication 

and provides conclusions through evaluating results regarding Basel capital adequacy accord and the 

strategies proposed by the model. 
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CHAPTER 1: LITERATURE REVIEW  

 

 

 

 

1. Literature review  

This section starts with a quick definition of credit risk and Basel regulatory requirements, it 

reviews the frequently cited default risk models focusing on firm-value modelsô3 literature. 

Subsequently, default correlation models are reviewed and finally evolution of papers about modeling 

Loss-Given-Default (LGD) and its correlation with default probability is presented.  

1.1 Credit risk models 

Credit risk has proved to be a debated topic particularly in the aftermath of 2007-2008 global 

financial crisis and the appearance of the default contagion phenomena. Recently it targets not only 

the so-called junk stocks but also the most credit worthy institutions like AIG and Lehman brothers 

after the crisis. However, despite the recently heated topic, it had been already a concern for policy 

                                                           
3 Firm-value models and structural models are used interchangeably, option-based credit models is an alternative name 

as well 

This chapter illustrates thesis overview and the evolution of literature about the subject. 

It studies the previous works of credit risk models and the associated stylized facts for each 

component of the portfolio loss risk factor is presented.  
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makers and regulatory institutions long before in banking industry respecting the regulatory issues 

and banks internal risk management policies. 

Credit models involve estimating default probabilities and term structure of spreads as price 

of default risk. There are two major approaches in credit risk modelling, structural and intensity based-

based models known as reduced-form as well. The former takes default as an endogenous event while 

the latter models default as an exogenous variable. Primary works on structural models originates 

from Merton 1976 in line with Black-Scholes options pricing model. Merton assumes a company with 

liabilities like Zero-Coupon-Bond (ZCB) and takes equity as European-option on the company assets 

where liabilitiesô par value is the strike price. Accordingly, the risk-neutral probability of default is 

simply when ὠ Ὀ which is ὔ Ὠ  in Black-Scholes framework. Relying on Merton, default can 

only happens if assets fall below outstanding debt at the time of servicing or refinancing the debt. 

Other structural models such as Black and Cox 1976 is similar to the Merton model in that they use 

the firmôs structural variables such as asset and debt values as basis for their modelling. However, 

Black and Cox states that default can occur at any time, not just at the expiration of the debt, this 

property puts it in the family of first passage time models. The model allows defaults to occur as soon 

as the firmôs assets value falls below a certain threshold, which does not necessarily have to be debt 

value. This assumption in Merton model was contrary to bond safety covenants which allows bond 

holders to push a firm into bankruptcy under certain special situations even if the firm hast not 

explicitly defaulted on a payment; Furthermore, Delianedis and Geske 1977 account for more complex 

capital structures by creating two tranches of risky debt. At date T1 the firm is obliged to make the 

payment of F1 for short term liabilities. The firm cannot sell its assets to meet its obligation. Rather, 

the firm must go to capital markets and raise funds (equity or new debt) to finance the payments. 

Clearly, the ability to raise funds will depend on the amount of debt outstanding. If the present value 

of all debt outstanding, together with the required payment, F1, exceeds the value of the firm, then the 

shareholders will declare the firm bankrupt. Viewed from time zero, equity holders have a compound 

option on the assets of the firm. No default by T1, then they can exercise their claim, make the payment 

of F1 dollars and receive a call option on the assets of the firm. Hence, at date zero, they have an 

option on an option, or a compound option.  
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In continue, the first passage family was extended by Longstaff-Schwartz 1995 taking a 

stochastic process for interest rates rather than constant4. Leland and Toft (1996) took the next major 

step through incorporating bankruptcy costs and tax effects which allows a formal characterization of 

optimal capital structure, debt capacity, and credit spreads in a classic trade-off model. The Black-

Cox model produces low credit spread because assets that begin above the barrier cannot reach the 

barrier immediately by diffusion only. To increase the spreads jumps came into the asset value 

process. Zhou 1997 introduced a jump component to the underlying continuous process, but the model 

is somehow intractable. In an alternative approach, Finkelstein et al 2002 CreditGrades model, allows 

the barrier to fluctuate randomly. The uncertainty in the barrier admits the possibility that the firmôs 

asset value may be closer to the default point. This leads to higher short-term spreads than are 

produced without the barrier uncertainty. Moreover, Moodyôs KV 2003, came up with a modified 

structural model outputs Distance to Default (DD) to be mapped on an internally developed database 

of companies with real default probabilities historically complying with the DD calculated, hence, the 

outcome is regarded as a real world probability of default. The work is taken as a gist of main insights 

gleaned from Black-Cox 1976, Geske 1977 and Longstaff-Schwartz 1995. In their framework the 

option is a perpetual down-and-out that can be exercised at any time, repurchase or issue of debt is 

possible and restriction on asset sales exists5. Also, it accommodates five different types of liabilities: 

short-term liabilities, long-term liabilities, convertible debt, preferred equity and common equity6. 

Brigo and Tarenghi 2004 developed AT1P , on the ground of Black-Cox model, providing time 

dependency in both the volatility and the barrier hence non-constant business risk and debt level, and 

contrary to Zhou, still preserving closed form pricing formulas and a more flexible model comparing 

to Black-Cox in a sense that parameters are perfectly calibrated to CDS market data7. The most 

intriguing characteristic of the model belongs to its independency from the current asset value which 

is difficult  to be estimated particularly for non-listed companies. In their framework it is possible to 

rescale the initial value of the firmôs assets ὃ  ρ and express the (free) barrier parameter H as a 

fraction of it and hence, it is not necessary to know the real value of the firm. Moreover, Brigo 20098 

comes up with Scenario Barrier Time-Varying AT1P model (SBTV) to reduce effect of uncertain 

                                                           
4 Reduced Form vs. Structural Models of Credit Risk: A Case Study of Three Models zNavneet Arora, Jeffrey R.  Bohn, 

Fanlin Zhu Moodyôs KMV February 17, 2005 
5 Default forecasting in KMV, masters thesis, Yuqian Steve Lu, 2008, University of oxford 
6 Modeling default risk, modeling methodology , Crosbie and Bohn (2003) 
7 Although CDS market Is not available in Iran but any other suitable proxy give privilege to the model 
8 Credit Calibration with Structural Models: The Lehman case and Equity Swaps under Counterparty Risk Damiano 

Brigo  zMassimo Morini Marco Tarenghi, December 22, 2009 



Page 12 of 87 

 

accounting data accomplished by defining random barriers and calibrating probabilities and barriers. 

Here the market price is taken as the weighted average price of different scenarios by probabilities 

calibrated. The model outputs a smoother implied volatilities contrary to AT1P and efficiently 

complies with intensity models.  

There are stylized facts that structural models are not able to generate positive short-term 

positive spreads. This was addressed by adding jumps in the process. Moreover, credit spreads implied 

from structural models are much lower than real data referred as credit spread puzzle. While empirical 

evidence is still scant, a few empirical researchers have begun to test these model extensions. Lyden 

and Saraniti (2000) compare the Merton and the Longstaff-Schwartz models and find that both models 

under-predicted spreads; the assumption of stochastic interest rates did not seem to change the 

qualitative nature of the finding. Eom, Helwege, and Huang (2003) find evidence contradicting 

conventional wisdom on the bias of structural model spreads. They find structural models that depart 

from the Merton framework tend to over-predict spreads for the debt of firms with high volatility or 

high leverage. For safer bonds, these models, with the exception of Leland-Toft 1996, under-predict 

spreads; following table summarizes literature evolution. 

Row Milestone Description 

1 Merton 1974 Option-based risky ZCB pricing 

2 Black-Cox 1976 Came up with first passage default time model 

3 Geske 1977 Introduce Short and Long Term debt 

4 Longstaff-Schwartz 1995 Assuming interest rates mean-reverting stochastic process 

5 Zhou 1997 Added jumps to the underlying process, it is not AT9 

6 Leland 1998 Adding tax and bankruptcy measures to value risky debt 

7 CreditGrades 2002 Modelled barrier as a continuous stochastic process 

8 Moodyôs KMV 2003 Commercial model (DD),  mixture of previous works 

9 Brigo, Tarenghi 200410 AT1P, introduced non-constant volatility, model 

independent of current asset value 

10 Brigo, Tarenghi 2006 (SBTV) reducing effect of unreliable accounting data  

Table 1: evolution of structural models through time 

 

  

                                                           
9 Analytically Tractable 
10 Selected model since it does not rely on asset value 
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In the other category of credit models known as reduced-form11 models, the random nature of 

defaults is typically characterized in terms of the first ñarrivalò of Poisson process. Intensity based 

models model the risk of default as an event that arrives exogenously. There are several types of 

reduced form models. Lando 1998, Duffie and Singleton 1999 showed in their work that price of a 

risky bond of a company can be calculated by a default adjusted discount rate. The extra rate is referred 

as intensity.  The first model that actively used the concept of default intensity came from Robert 

Jarrow and Stuart Turnbull 1995. They constructed their model based on two classes of zero coupon 

bonds, a risk free ZCB and a risky one. The paper suggests that when default intensity was held 

constant, the risky debtôs value is proportional to the risk free by12, while ‏ is recovery rate and ‘ is 

market price of default risk (a positive constant less than 1).  

Based on Jarrow and Philip Protterb 2004, the difference between these two models can be 

characterized in terms of the information assumed known by the modeler. Structural models assume 

that the modeler has the same information set as the firmôs managerðcomplete knowledge of all the 

firmôs assets and liabilities. In most situations, this knowledge leads to a predictable default time. In 

contrast, reduced form models assume that the modeler has the same information set as the market-

incomplete knowledge of the firmôs condition. Consequently, for pricing and hedging, reduced form 

models are the preferred methodology13. Jarrow concludes that if one is interested in pricing a firmôs 

risky debt or related credit derivatives, then reduced form models are the preferred approach that have 

been constructed, purposefully, to be based on the information available to the market. 

1.2 Loss given Default (LGD) 

Loss given default is defined as the amount of funds that is lost by a bank when a borrower 

defaults on a loan. As defaults and credit events generally end up courts, there is considerable 

uncertainty as to what an accurate recovery would be if a company defaults. Based on IRB approach 

banks are able to design internal models to calculate capital reserve in light of common characteristics 

identified by studies of academics and industry, and apparently, LGD is not an exception in this regard.  

                                                           
11 Or intensity-based models 
12 Ὀ ὸȟὝ Ὡ ρ  Ὡ ‏  Ὀ   ȟ Credit derivatives, A primer on credit risk, modelling 

and instruments, George Chaoko, Andera Sjoman et al.  

13 Structural verses reduced form models: a new information based perspective, Robert A. Jarrow and Philip Protterb, 

Journal of investment management, Vol. 2, No. 2, (2004), pp. 1ï10 



Page 14 of 87 

 

Historically, recoveries are in a range from 20% to 80% which depends to which definition for 

default we refer. BIS14 defines four events as default. Schuermann 200415 mentions the debtsô place 

in capital structure, seniority, general economy status and industry as the main determinants of LGD. 

Also, recovery rates differ depending on claiming in which stages of the bankruptcy process has been 

made16. Schuermann also argues the recoveries distribution with evidence of higher probability for 

lower recoveries empirically. According to Altman and Kishore 1996 one should know about seniority 

and collateral to predict the recovery rate. Likewise, Gupton, Gates and Carty report that syndicated 

loan recoveries for senior secured loans were 70% in average while the unsecured one fall to 52%.  

Moreover, the importance of monitoring reviewed by Carey 1998 through comparing investment 

grade and lower credit grade debts highlighted by attributing the difference in performance of higher 

risk instrument to the closer monitoring.  

Fray 2000, shows that in recession, recovery is about a third lower than in an expansion. 

Altman, Brady, Resti and Seroni 2003, suggest when aggregate default rates are high, recovery rates 

are low.  

 

 

Also, Hu and Peraudin 2002 presented that correlation between recoveries and aggregate 

defaults rates for the US are ςπϷ on average and about σπϷ when considering only tails which 

implies higher correlations in recession. Moreover, Altman and Kishore 1996 revealed that some 

industries like utilities are more recession resisitent than others.  

                                                           
14 Basel Committee on banking Supervision document 
15 What do we know about LGD? Federal reserve Bank of New York, By Til Schuermann 2004  
16 Last Cash Paid- default- Chapter 11- emergence due to liquidation or genuine emergence, it take on average 2.5 years 

Figure 2: recoveries and default rate dependency, Altman 2003 
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A recent work by Archarya, Bharath and Srinivasan 2003 found that when industries are in 

distress, mean LGD is on average 10% to 20% higher than otherwise. In their work utilities is still the 

highest recovery industry sector. Apart from industry effect, to the size, contrary to its importance in 

modeling probability of default, based on literatures it  seems to have no strong effect on losses ones 

default has occured. Asarnow and Edwards 1995 find no relation between LGD and loan sizes in their 

study of loan data in Citi bank middle market and large corporation lending. Likewise, Thornburn 

2000 also found that firm size does not matter in determining LGD. Similar results obtained from 

Carty and Liberman 1996 and others as well. 

There are various models that connect LGD rate to default rate. Fraye 2000 assumes recovery 

is a linear function of normal risk factor associated to the Vasicek distribution. Pykhtin 2003 

parameterizes the amount, volatility and systematic risk of the loan collateral and infers the loanôs 

LGD and brings up a closed form expression for expected loss and economic capital. Geise 2005 

applies econometric estimates of correlations between default rates and loss given default rates and 

calculate their impacts on the credit risk capital. Fraye 2013 models LGD as a function of default 

rates. In his paper an asymptotic portfolio is assumed with entities all having the same expected loss 

and default correlation. In this work the model chiefly inspires from works in Fraye 2000 and Giese 

2005 to fulfill the stylized facts about the concept. Accordingly, LGD is taken stochastic and modeled 

by Beta distribution which is calibrated to industry norms and correlated with default rates. 

  

Table 2: Industry impact from Altman and Kishore 1996 
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1.3 Default correlation 

This part reviews the historical behavior of correlation through time and introduces models 

proposed in line with the stylized facts studied empirically. 

The degree to which defaults occur together is critical for financial lenders such as commercial 

banks, credit unions as well as insurance companies etc. Default correlation is addressed in the 

literature from different points of view, some deal with empirical analysis of correlation behavior in 

time particularly business cycles and evidence the dynamic characteristic of correlation through time.  

Others address the industry sectors and find correlation clustering phenomena inter and intra sector 

and find that default correlation between industries is positive with the exception of energy sector as 

the recession resistant sector with a low or negative correlation with others. Moreover, default 

correlation within sectors is higher than between sectors and this suggests that systematic factors like 

recession, structural weakness such as general decline of a sector have a greater impacts on defaults 

than do idiosyncratic factors. Hence a lender is advised to have a sector-diversified loan portfolio to 

reduce default correlation risk. Systematic risk and correlation are highly dependent and historically, 

a systematic decline in stocks almost involves the entire stock market and correlation between stocks 

increase sharply.  

 

 

 

Meissner 2013 monitors correlation between stocks in Dow and Dow index and observes that 

correlation in Dow increases when Dow increases more strongly, however, there is this increase 

accelerates in time of severe decline in Dow during 2008 to Aug 2009 from a non-crisis average of 

27% to over 50%. (The red triangle graph represents Dow) 

Table 3: correlation level and correlation volatility with respect to the state of economy, Meissner 2013 
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To model default correlations Lucas 1995 proposed the binomial model taking default as a 

binary variable. Furthermore, he shows that correlation levels and as well as correlation volatilities 

are higher in economic crisis. In the following figure a mean-reverting behavior of correlation through 

time is noticeable. It shows the monthly average correlation levels and depicts there is a low 

correlation in strong economic growth, while it increases during recession.  

 

 

  

Figure 3: Dow and correlation of stocks in Dow, Meissner 2013 

Figure 4: Monthly correlation levels of stocks in the Dow, Meissner 2013 
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This is also the case for correlation volatility where during economic decline tends to 

increase. 

 

 

Apparently, to the dynamic nature of correlation, using statistical methods for correlation in 

finance is not applicable since most financial dependencies are not linear. There are different models 

proposed in literature, Heston 1993 correlates two stochastic process of stocks and its volatility 

through the diffusion part. This method is widely used in finance due to its dynamic and versatile 

characteristics. Zhou 2001 applies Heston correlation to derive analytical expression for joint default 

distribution in Black-Cox first passage time framework. In this thesis the default correlation is 

modelled through asset-value approach which correlates defaults through the stochastic process of 

asset returns via Heston methodology as well. Brigo and Pallavicini 2008 apply two Heston 

correlation, the first correlates two factors that effects the interest rate process and the second 

correlates interest rate process with the default intensity process.  

The other famous or infamous correlation model is Copula approach. One-factor copulas were 

introduced to finance by Oldrich Vasicek in 1987. More versatile, multivariate copulas were applied 

to finance by David Li 2000. There are lots of copula models and among all, one-factor Gaussian and 

from the Archimedean family Clayton, Gumble and Frank copulas are the most popular in finance 

industry. Moreover, some extension like t-copula originates from t-Student distribution which is 

categorized in two-factor copula models. Contrary to Gaussian copula, t-copula is capable of 

modelling tail dependence. Copulas found a place in modelling of correlation in finance, Meisser 2007 

and Brigo and Chourdakis 2009 apply a bivariate Gaussian copula to model CDS seller and the 

reference asset with counterparty credit risk. Basic structural models assume that correlations are 

constant. Empirical evidence suggests that assets correlations are positively related to default rates. 

Figure 5: Monthly correlation volatility of the stocks in the Dow, Meissner 2013 
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From the reports by Meissner, correlations are not deterministic and show a mean-reverting behavior 

through time, more importantly, the default correlation of two firms tends to increase by time, hence, 

static models do not capture the entire features of default correlations. Hull White 2010 propose 

dynamic correlated model based on asset-value approach. In their work, the stochastic parts of asset 

processes are correlated by a one-factor Gaussian copula, where correlation and recovery rates are 

both Beta random variables correlated again to the market factor via Gaussian copula. In each time 

step a unique LGD and correlation is associated with the market factor, hence the higher the market 

factor, the lower correlations and LGD from Beta distribution. 

This thesis steps forward and extends the basic Vasicek model of Basel through Hull White 

2010 insights. However, contrary to Hull-White, here t-student copula is used to correlate defaults, 

furthermore, the LGD and correlations are random, and the correlation modeled by Clayton copula to 

capture the negative-negative tail dependence between these variables. This methodology is more 

consistent with empirical results.   
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CHAPTER 2: METHODOLOGY  

 

 

 

 

2.1 Regulations in banking 

Historically, investment opportunities were solely available to affluent people who were 

considered to afford losses by their wealth, however, as investment activities grew as all classes of 

people began to enjoy higher disposable income and finding new places to put their money, to avoid 

fraudulent activities, in theory these investors were protected by the Blue Sky laws (enacted in Kansas 

1911). These state laws were meant to protect people from worthless securities; they are basic 

disclosure laws that require a company to provide prospectus in which the promoters can rely on. In 

this section the most recent and important regulations concerning credit risk analysis are presented. 

This chapter concisely reviews regulatory issues and proceeds to the problem 

motivation and formulation. Subsequent to introduction of Basel II and III accords, bank 

balance sheet and lending procedure is reviewed, afterwards, each component of expected loss 

and the proposed models for probability of default, recovery rate and how to model their 

interactions is modeled and finally the analysis in portfolio level is performed. 
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2.1.1 Basel II & III  

Basel II was initially published in 2004 as an international standard for banking regulators to 

control how much capital banks need to put aside in order to guard against the types of financial and 

operational risks they face through lending and investment practices. Basel II is based on three pillars. 

The first pillar deals with maintenance of regulatory capital for the three major components of risks 

that a bank faces including credit risk, operational risk, and market risk. The second pillar is a 

regulatory response to the first one. It also provides a framework for dealing with systematic risk, 

strategic risk, liquidity risk etc. It is the International capital Adequacy Assessment Process (ICAAP) 

which is the result of Pillar I and II accords. The third pillar aims to complement the minimum capital 

requirements and supervisory review process by developing a set of disclosure requirements which 

allows the market participants to gauge the capital adequacy of an institution. Under Basel II, the risk 

of counterparty default and credit migration risk were addressed but mark-to-market losses due to 

credit value adjustments were not. This problem was considered under development of Basel III17.  

 

 

Following 2007-2007 financial crisis, Basel committee considered a major overhaul to the 

former Basel accords. Although the committee had increased capital requirements, it continued to 

regulate extra reserves to cover credit risk in Basel III too. This followed by a tighter capital 

regulations to take liquidity risk into account as well. The first proposal for Base III issued in 

December 2009 and the final version released in a year after. The regulation consists of six parts 

                                                           
17 KTH-Royal institute of technology, Masters óThesis, Dan Franzen, Otto Sjoholm 

Figure 6: Basel framework, Moody's Analytics 



Page 22 of 87 

 

involving definition of capital and requirements, capital conservation buffer, countercyclical buffer, 

leverage ratio, liquidity risk and finally counterparty credit risk. Under Basel III bank total capital 

consists of Tier 1 that represents the equity capital like share capital and retained earnings and should 

be at least 4.5% of the risk-weighted assets at all times. Additional Tier 1 items include non-

cumulative preferred stock and the total Tier capital should be at least 6% of the risk-weighted assets 

at all times. Tier 2 is the debt which is subordinated to depositors. The total Tier 1&2 must be 8% of 

the risk-weighted assets at all times. The required reserves were more than doubled comparing to 

Basel II. Common equity to the Basel committee is regarded as ñgoing-concern capitalò18. When a 

bank is going-concern common equity absorbs losses. Tier 2 capital is referred to as ñgone-concern 

capitalò when a bank is no longer a going-concern, then losses have to be absorbed by Tier 2 capital 

that ranks below depositors in liquidation.  

Basel III is part of the continuous struggling effort to enhance the banking regulatory 

framework. It is built on Basel I and Basel II documents and seeks to improve the banking sectorsô 

ability to deal with financial and economic stress, improve risk management and strengthen banks 

transparency.  The Basel committee call for more capital for ñsystematically importantò banks. This 

is not a standardized term across countries, however, in US it is considered banks with capital above 

$50 billion.19  

2.1.2 Bank balance sheet and Basel 

Each item in the balance sheet of a bank corresponds to an interest-related income or expense 

item, and the average yield for the period and the net-interest income highly depends on the shape of 

the yield curve. Banks usually try to overcome the undesirable impacts of yield curve flattening20 

phenomena, due to narrowing the difference rate between long term and short term borrowing, through 

charging more for their services. Moreover, the volume of bank fee generating activities may differ 

also based on interest rate expectations and demand behavior for loan. For instance, as interest rates 

rise, there is less demand for mortgages and on the other hand the prepayments happen less due to 

higher cost of borrowing again, and as a result fee income and associated economic value originating 

from mortgage services may increase or remain stable in these situations. The interest rate can jointly 

                                                           
18 The concept is an assumption in accounting that entity will be able continue operating sufficient to carry out its 

commitments, obligations, and objectives etc. 
19 Basel Committee for Bank Supervision, Basel III, A global regulatory framework for more resilient banks and 

banking system 
20 Normally yield curves are upward slopping to stimulate spending in recession period, the flattened and downward slop 

yield curve happen in economic booms to slow down the economy and indicator of lower short rates in future 
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act with other risk factors facing a bank. In a rising interest rate period the payments of the loan 

decrease due to higher level of payment value or lower earnings, this exposes the bank, particularly 

for floating rate borrowings, to credit risk. For a bank with short term liabilities, rising interest rates 

will increase the likelihood of liquidity risk and credit quality problems as well. 

To mitigate the credit risk banks develop certain internal credit analysis procedures next to 

national and international regulatory requirements. Evaluating the creditworthiness of a corporate 

client and a rough valuation is mainly done by credit department through reviewing the financial 

statements. This is usually supplemented with site visits to confirm the claims via direct observation 

and evaluation. The primary financial status criterion are related to the capital structure and the major 

financial ratios, cross-sectional as well as time series analysis. Besides, cash generation power and the 

strategic position of the company in the market is taken into account by the credit team as well. Finally, 

the credit team determines the approved amount of the loan in addition to the required collateral and 

other formalities to proceed for lending. Parallel to reviewing the creditworthiness of the company 

and after fulfilling the requirements, the risk management department is responsible to evaluate the 

extra risk the loan imposes on the bank and determines the appropriate interest rate to be charged for 

the counterparty corporation. The job is completed through evaluating the required capital reserves 

concerning the defaults in a single trade and portfolio level in regard with predefined credit limits.  
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The chart depicts the inner-link of the problem components, the model and the Basel regulatory 

capital. 
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Figure 7: Bank balance sheet, Basel regulatory and model linkage 
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2.2 Problem formulation   
 

The objective is to devise a generic model for loan portfolio loss distribution and evaluate the 

corresponding credit-VaR and the proposed economic capital consistent with downturn economy 

situations. To evaluate the performance of the model with Basel accord, a sample of bank loans is 

constructed and the required capital generated by the model, the proposed portfolio structure and the 

management strategy for lending is compared with the one suggested in Basel framework.  

2.2.1 Inputs and assumptions 

Following table illustrates the main inputs and the associated models for each variable. The 

main interactions exist between default rates themselves beside LGD and default rates. Moreover, the 

correlations are also modelled to be dependent on default rates as well. 

Row Inputs Model Remark Basel 

1 Probability of Default(PD) Historical Rating agencies  

Merton Merton - 

Black-Cox - 

Brigo AT1P - 

2 Loss Given Default Beta dstr. Stochastic deterministic 

3 Default correlation Beta dstr. J. Lopez study21 J. Lopez study 

4 #ÏÒÄÅÆÁÕÌÔ ÒÁÔÅȟ ÄÅÆÁÕÌÔ ÒÁÔÅ t-student copula Vasicek extension Gaussian-copula 

5 #ÏÒ-ÁÒËÅÔȟ ,'$ Clayton-copula Historical data independent 

6 #ÏÒʍȟ-  Gaussian copula stochastic deterministic 

7 Exposure Pure discount 

loan 

Deterministic/loan 

principal 

Deterministic/ 

loan principal 

Table 4: problem inputs 

 

2.2.1.1 Credit exposure 

Literally the future credit exposure at time ὸ is defined as the total positive exposure of the 

bank at time ὸ if the counterparty corporation defaults assuming zero recovery rate. The current 

exposure simply is known at time ὸ π which is the loan principle in this case. The exposure normally 

is calculated in trade level and counterparty level for a single client. However, contrary to calculating 

exposure in derivative contracts that bears a level of complexity, to the nature of a loan, the exposure 

is nearly deterministic specifically for short term where there is a trivial probability of change or shift 
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in the term structure of interest rates and particularly when the contract is fixed rate. In the bank under 

study, loans granted are mainly pure discount loans and the principle and corresponding interest 

accumulate to be paid at maturity, hence it could be treated as a ZCB. Conventionally the Exposure 

at Default (EAD) is assumed to be loan principal.  

2.2.1.2 Probability of default  

A default event is an event where the counterparty cannot face its obligations on the payments 

owed to the bank for a reason. There are several credit events that might lead to default, including 

bankruptcy when a company become insolvent, failure to pay after a reasonable amount of time after 

the due date (usually 90 days), significant downgrading of credit rating, and credit event after merger 

that the new merged entity financially is weaker than the original entity and finally government action 

or market disruptions typically confiscation of assets or effects of war. These events are often 

categorized as being driven by either market risk or company-specific risk22.  

There are three methods to extract term-structure of default rates for a risky entity, obtaining 

historical default information from rating agencies like Moodyôs, taking structural models like 

Merton, Black-Cox etc. and finally, taking the implied approach from current market data which 

resembles getting implied volatility from current market option prices and is considered as the most 

reliable source of constructing default term-structure23, since current market information reflects 

market agreed perception about the evolution of the market in the future and default rates derived may 

be different from historical default rates.  

The primary advantage of using rating agencies information is the ease and accessibility of 

determining ratings for issuers. However, ratings are not perfect specifically for new structural 

products that have been prone to severely inaccurate assessment24. Moreover, agencies do not have 

the capacity to constantly monitor and update their ratings in real-time and their assessment often lag 

behind the market. And the most serious issue is the applicability of such tables in the Iranian market 

regarding different market structure, country risk, recovery rates etc. Although the meaning of the 

assigned rate e.g. ñBò is standard by definition, however, the default probability is not static and 

default intensities and spreads definitely change by time; Using diffusion process to describe changes 

in the value of the firm, Merton 1974 demonstrates it can be modeled based on Black-Scholes option 

                                                           
22 Credit derivatives, a primer on credit risk, modelling and Instruments, CSMD, page 18 
23 David Li 1999, on default correlation, copula approach 
24 Financial simulation modelling, Keith A. Allman, Josh Laurito, Michael Loh, page 111 

http://eu.wiley.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-302479.html?query=Keith+A.+Allman
http://eu.wiley.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-302479.html?query=Josh+Laurito
http://eu.wiley.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-302479.html?query=Michael+Loh
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pricing technology, and Black-Cox came up with first passage time model, applying barrier option 

technology. 

The alternative frequent method is implicit approach by using observable market information. 

Two general markets can be used for this purpose, credit default swaps (CDS) and bond market. The 

banking loan market is the other option, however, the less liquidity and difficulty of obtaining 

information is the main reason not to be practically appealing. For more frequently traded CDS with 

different tenures bootstrapping is done to calculate the implied default probability for each year. The 

process can be completed using bond prices as well. Bonds however have additional layers of 

complexity due to their variety, fixed/floating differences, optionality, different covenants and 

different payment schedule all make modelling bonds more difficult than CDS. Hence, probabilities 

obtained are higher than physical default probabilities encapsulating other risks than merely default.  

Li 1998 presents one approach to building the credit curve from market information based on Duffie 

and Singleton 1995 default treatment and obtains a yield spread curve over Treasury. The credit curve 

construction is then based on this spread yield curve and exogenous assumptions about the recovery 

rate based on the seniority and the rating of the bonds, and the industry of the corporation. Since there 

is neither a market for CDS nor for bonds in Iran, matching a comparable company overseas with one 

in the local market does not seem to be a reliable solution. However, the method is currently used by 

the bank. By and large, the most applicable method the bank can implement lies in the field of 

structural models which extract default probabilities from the information available in the financial 

statements of the counterparty corporation. As far as the bank has access to these data it makes 

privilege for these category of models to be more appealing in practice.  However, the structural 

models assume a listed company with equity value easily observable from market, unfortunately it is 

not the case in the Iranian market where most counterpartiesô stocks are not traded in the exchange 

market and it demands some valuation analysis to be done in advance.  

Brigo 2004 proposed a structural model independent of the current value of company assets 

which makes it appealing for the case of this study. However, in the framework of Basel, the Vasicek 

model is applied that is on the ground of Merton insight. To calculate probability of default consistent 

with Basel, Merton model and Vasicek process is introduced and the detailed technical review of the 

selected model, AT1P, is presented in Appendix B.  
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2.2.1.2.1 Merton model 

Merton 197425 comes up with assumption of liabilities as ZCB, and interprets default if asset 

values hit ZCB face value at maturity. Despite its simplicity, it is a widely used model in industry. 

Following graph illustrates the model, 

 

 

Referring Black-Scholes options pricing framework, the payoff to creditors is, 

ὈὠȟὝ ÍÉÎὠȟὈ Ὀ Ὀ ὠ  

Hence creditors are short a put option written on the assets of the borrowing firm with a strike price 

of equal ὄ, the face value of debt. Based on put-call parity, equity is a call option on the firmôs assets, 

Ὀὠȟὸ ὖὸȟὝ ὖόὸὠȟὈȟὶȟὝ ὸȟ„  ὥὲὨ 

Ὁὠȟὸ ὅὥὰὰὠȟὈȟὶȟὝ ὸȟ„ 

Merton insight suggests that spreads between the credit-risky debt and otherwise identical risk-

free debt is simply value of this put option. Based on Mertonôs insight, the main determinants of credit 

spread are, maturity of debt, leverage Ὀ, and business risk of assets of the firm „Ȣ following the model, 

the spread over the risk-free rate is obtainable by price of a defaultable ZCB which is, 

ὖ ρ ὖὈ  Ὡ  Ὂ26  

And credit spread is ί  ‎ ὶ while (1- PD) is survival probability. For further discussion please 

refer to appendix A. 

                                                           
25 Merton 1974  
26 F is face value, y is yield and PD is probability of default 

Figure 8: Merton structural model 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 
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Practitioners apply the model with some adjustments in their interpretation of data from 

companyôs financial statement. For instance, since the credit-VaR conventionally targets one year 

horizon, the debt in the model is taken as the short term liabilities with half of the long term debt. 

Moreover, if there is any interim cash out flow like interest or dividend within a year, they will be 

accrued to the year end and added to the short term due debt. Besides, in case of covenants, this barrier 

could be defined consistent with the safety covenant.  As another issue, to obtain assets value and 

volatility, the equality of,  

„Ὁ ὔὨρ„ὠ 

does hold only in small instances of time. This makes the formula practically unattractive. One 

approach to get asset volatility is to use an iterating method by running the model for a specific period 

of time on historical data of e.g. one year and then extract ὠ for each time interval and finally calculate 

the standard deviation of the assets value in the period27. Apparently, the last ὠ will be ὠ for the 

problem. The alternative method relies on calibration to CDS market data by matching survival 

probabilities from the model to the market prices of CDS. Although both solutions are challenging in 

the Iranian market to the reasons mentioned above, however, estimating the volatility from a 

comparable traded company in the corresponding local industry through iteration method is more 

reliable than calibrating to CDS data overseas.  

2.2.1.2.2 Vasicek model 

The Vasicek model basically comes from Merton, however, the difference is that in Vasicek 

model, instead of taking liabilities of a firm to get probability of default (PD), default probability is 

given and the debt level is inferred from the PD. To derive the probability of default for a firm taking 

into account systematic risk, from the Merton model asset values should follow, 

Ὠὠ ‘ Ὧ
28
ὠὨὸ „ὠὨὛ ‍ὠὨὄ 

Where „ is sensitivity of assets value to systematic risk and ‍ is the sensitivity to the 

idiosyncratic risk. Moreover, ὨὛ is a Wiener process associated with systematic risk and follows 

ὔπȟὨὸ and Ὠὄ follows a Wiener process of ὔπȟὨὸ associated with idiosyncratic risk. In this 

                                                           
27 MODELING DEFAULT RISK, Crosbie and Bohn (2002), Moodyôs KMV 
28 Payout ratio 

(4) 

(5) 
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model „ȟ‍ and ‘ assumed to be constant and Ὠὄ ȟὨὛ independent Wiener processes. The value 

of assets at time ὸ is, 

 

Taking time horizon of one year, Ὕ ρ, then ὄ ὥὲὨ  Ὓ follow ὔπȟρ distribution and above 

equation simplifies to, 

 

To model default event, a binary random variable Ὀ introduced as follow. Here Ὀ ρ means default 

has occurred. It says, after a period of one year value of assets fell below debt level. 

Ὀ
ρȟ   ύὭὸὬ ὴὶέὦὥὦὭὰὭὸώ           ὖὈ
πȟ   ύὭὸὬ ὴὶέὦὥὦὭὰὭὸώ   ρ ὖὈ

  

Thus, PD could be expressed as, 

 

Since ὄ ὥὲὨ  Ὓ follow ὔπȟρ and are independent, then „Ὓ , ‍ὄ are 

ὔπȟ„  ὥὲὨ ὔπȟ‍  respectively. Hence ‍ὄ  „Ὓ is easily  ὔπȟ„ ‍  distributed. 

So, by standardizing the random variable, 

 

Now ”   is defined as the proportion of systematic risk, hence from above equation there 

is, 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 
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And probability of default can be rewritten as follow,  

 

Which is equivalent to, 

 

Hence, Ὀ gets value of π έὶ ρ if,  

 

And if an estimation of probability of default of the firm is available given the systematic factor, the 

conditional probability of default is, 

 

And since ὄ follows ὔπȟρ, 

(11) 

(12) 

(13) 

(14) 

(15) 
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This is called conditional probability of default of the firm (CPD). In order to account for tail 

dependence, here the Vasicek model is extended to account for tail dependence in default rates and 

default correlations as follow. 

2.2.1.3 Default correlation 

There is general agreement that the state of the economy in a country has a direct impact on 

observed default rates. A report by Standard and Poorôs stated that, ña healthy economy in 1996 

contributed to a significant decline in the total number of corporate defaults. Compared to 1995, 

defaults were reduced by one-half éò29 another report by Moodyôs Investors Service30 stated that 

ñthe sources of default rate volatility are many, but macroeconomic trends are certainly the most 

influential factorsò.  

The default correlation of two risky entities can be defined with respect to their survival time 

(or time-to default) Ὕ ὥὲὨ Ὕȟ 

”  
ὅέὺ ὝȟὝ

ὠὥὶὝ  ὠὥὶὝ
 

When studying the expected loss in a multi-name loan portfolio, the objective is to extract loss 

distribution. There are different methods to correlate default likelihood of two entities with each other 

such as correlating the stochastic processes of assets with each other by Heston 1993 method. Heston 

applied the method to negatively correlate stochastic stock returns and stochastic volatility. The 

defaults correlation is introduced by correlating the two Brownian motions Ὠᾀ ὥὲὨ ὨᾀȢ The 

instantaneous correlation between the Brownian motions is  

ὅέὶὶὨᾀ ὸȟὨᾀ ὸ  ” Ὠὸ 

The Heston correlation approach is a dynamic versatile, and mathematically rigorous 

correlation model. It allows to positively or negatively correlate stochastic processes and permits 

dynamic correlation modeling since Ὠᾀὸ is a function of time. Thus, it is an integral part of 

                                                           
29 Standard and Poorôs rating performance 1996, February 1997 
30 Moodyôs Investors Service, corporate Bond defaults and default rates, January 1996 

(16) 

(17) 

(18) 
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correlation modelling in finance31. Moreover, when applying reduced-form models with stochastic 

hazard rates, one can correlate the stochastic process of default intensities and generate Heston model 

correlated default probabilities as well. The alternative way is using copulas to obtain the jointly 

distribution of risky entities with desired correlation. The copula functions allow the joining of 

multiple uni-variate distributions to a single multivariate distribution. Numerous types of copula 

functions exist and among the most popular are Gaussian, ὸ-Student from elliptical, and Clayton and 

Gumble from Archimedean families.  

 

 

 

Following the above equation for correlation is cumbersome since it prompts to define 

 pairs of correlation if there are ὔ counterparty corporations. Moreover, to incorporate the 

systematic risk of default which usually happens in recession and economy downturn, taking the pair 

correlations is not enough. Basel II puts the ground work for capital adequacy on Vasicek Model to 

account for default correlations and Credit-VaR calculation. Vasicek 1987 proposed one-factor 

Gaussian copula which correlates default probabilities via asset-value. He assumes, 

                                             ὢ  ” ὓ  ρ ”  Ὗ    

where ὓ ÁÎÄ Ὗ follow Wiener processes and by construction, the Wiener process of ὢ has a 

common factor M and idiosyncratic factor ὟȢ To the one year horizon of the credit analysis, the 

Wiener process ὓ, Ὗ and ὢ with distribution of ὔπȟὨὸ transform into standard Normal variables. 

The ” is random (but determined in each period) weights between common factor and Ὗ while Ὗί 

are independent from each other and ὓ as well. ὓ can be modelled as a factor that defines defaulting 

environment. When ὓ is low, there is a tendency for ὢί to be low and the rate at which default occur 

                                                           
31 Correlation risk modeling and management, by Gunter Miessner, 2013  

Figure 9: Copula models, source, 

http://www.assetinsights.net/Glossary/G_Clayton_Copula.html 

(19) 
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is relatively high and the reverse is true when ὓ is high. One possible proxy for ὓ is a variable 

modelling evolution of a well-diversified stock index such as Tehran Exchange Index, TEPIX. Hence, 

in the one-factor copula framework, instead of defining , the entities are correlated implicitly. The 

binary default variable is defined as, 

  Ὀ ρ      ὭὪ         ὢ  Ὄ
3z2
    Ḋ      ὈὩὪὥόὰὸ

  Ὀ π      ὭὪ         ὢ  Ὄᶻ    Ḋ  ὔέ ὨὩὪὥόὰὸ 
 

And the joint default probability is, 

ὖὈ ὖὶέὦὢ  Ὄᶻȟ ὢ  Ὄᶻ  

Moreover, the correlation between assets of company Ὥ and Ὦ is formulated as, 

”  
     ȟ    

 

 ȟ  
 ””  

The parameter ” defines how sensitive is the probability of default of company Ὥ to the 

common factor. The higher ”ȟ the more the company Ὥ is influenced by the common factor ὓ. 

Consequently, the joint probability of default is, 

ὖὈ  ɮ ὌᶻȟὌᶻȟ”
ὭὮ
ὥίίὩὸ  

And ɮ  is the bivariate accumulative Normal distribution and defaults are correlated by a Gaussian 

copula. 

The Gaussian-copula was seriously blamed as of the fundamental causes of global financial 

crisis due to underestimating default correlations in such situations. It goes back to the nature of 

bivariate Normal distribution which cannot get tail dependence33 at any value for correlation 

parameter, while there is such behavior in economy downturns called negative-negative tail 

dependence when companies tendency to default increase all to gather. Contrary to Gaussian-copula, 

t-Student34 copula satisfies the tail dependence equation and it is more desirable for financial crisis 

                                                           
32 Ὄᶻ is default threshold (please refer to appendix A for further discussion) 
33 A bivariate copula has tail dependence if ÌÉÍ

ᴽȟ ᴽ
ὖὶέὦ† ὔ ώ ȿ † ὔ ώ π ȟ   † is default times 

and ώ is cumulative distribution of †. 
34 Student's t-distribution with ὨὪ degrees of freedom can be defined as the distribution of the random 

variable T with  Ὕ  where Z is a standard normal with expected value 0 and variance 1; ὣ has a chi-squared 

distribution with ὨὪ degrees of freedom and Z and V are independent. 

(20) 

 (21) 

(22) 

(23) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Random_variable
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Random_variable
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Expected_value
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chi-squared_distribution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chi-squared_distribution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Degrees_of_freedom_(statistics)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statistical_independence
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modeling. The following graphs compare standard Normal and t-student distribution with various 

degree of freedom. Heavier tails in t-distribution is observable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Vasicek model, in addition to its weakness in modeling tail dependence, assumptions 

go further of not only assuming constant and the same pairwise correlation among all entities, but also 

takes the same probability of default for all entities in the portfolio. To incorporate the tail dependence, 

here t-Student one-factor copula is used as a chosen preferred alternative. A multivariate t-Student 

distribution with ὨὪ degree of freedom obtains when multivariate standard normal variables ὢ are 

divided by Chi-squared variable ὣ with ὨὪ degree of freedom.   

ὸ
Ὠὢ

ὣ
ὨὪ

 ȟ            Ὠὢͯ ὔπȟρȟ      ὣͯ  … ὨὪ 

                                                           
 

Figure 10: Standard Normal vs. t-student tails 

Figure 11: Gaussian Copula vs. t-Copula with df=1, source: 

http://www.assetinsights.net/Glossary/G_Clayton_Copula.html 

 

(24) 
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To implement the model, each ὢ is determined according to one-factor model in equation 24, 

and then divided by  to get t-student asset value variable. For small ὨὪ it can dramatically increase 

default correlations. Default occurs once the assets (here ὸ) falls below a threshold, and for instance, 

in case of   smaller than one, since each ὢ is divided by the same  this makes the assets value 

of all counterparties more extreme and thus increases the probability of observing more defaults. 

Besides, the new default thresholds transform from ɮ ὖὈ which is standard Normal cumulative 

invers to the t-Student inverse with ὨὪ degree of freedom35. 

Moreover, contrary to Basel where correlation assumed to be the same between all pairs, the 

sensitivity to common factor, ”, is modeled to be different for each entity. Hull-White 2004 suggest 

the correlation of equity returns of the counterparty to the market return as a proxy for ”. This allows 

not only a specific correlation for each entity but also the pair correlation is the product of of ””. 

However, here the correlations are not treated as exogenous variables but come from the relationship 

between default rates and correlations studied by Lopez 2004.  

  

Hull approximated the expression with high level accuracy through, 

 

To calculate the probability of default and default correlation the corresponding input data 

shall be collected,  

Inputs to the model Source to collect 

Current market value of equity Ὁ  Current share price  total No. of shares   or 

Equity valuation methods (e.g. residual Income) 

Current market value of assets ὠ  Iteration method (KMV)  

Assets volatility „  Comparable traded company analysis via KMV method 

Default barrier36 Conventionally is ὛὝὒ   ὒὝὒ, covenant 

                                                           
35 The code in R is : ÄḺÑÔ0$ȟÄÆ and ÒÃÈÉÓÑÎȟÄÆ ÔÏ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÅ Î #ÈÉÓÑÕÁÒÅÄ ÒÁÎÄÏÍ ÖÁÒÉÁÂÌÅÓ ÉÎ 2 
36 In case of Merton model, the default barriers is the ST liabilities plus all interim cash flows (interests, dividends etc.) 

accrued to the end of the year. 

(25) 

(26) 
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Payout Ratio (if any) Financial statements 

LGD  Calibrated ὄὩὸὥ ὨὭίὸὶὧὭὦόὸὭέὲ to historical database or 

industry statistics 

Maturity Given from loan profile (here assumed 1year) 

Assets growth rare CAPM  

Common factor sensitivity ” ὅέὶὶȟὶ
ȟ

 
 or from Lopez (2004) 

Table 5: PD and asset correlation inputs and sources to collect  

 

Based on empirical evidence, asset correlations are stochastic and tend to increase when 

default rates are high. Servigny and Renault 2002 find that the correlations are higher in recession 

than in expansion periods. Similar results obtained by Das, Freed, Geng and Kapadia2004. Likewise, 

Ang and Chen 2002 find that the correlation between equity returns is higher during the market 

downturn. Hull-White 2010 suggests a Beta distribution for the correlation parameter in order to test 

the impact of stochastic correlation. The Beta distribution is the same for all Ὥ and the dependence is 

modeled by Gaussian copula through taking a sample from variable ὃ that is standard Normal and 

correlated37 with M, then ” is set equal the same quintile of beta distribution in which the ὃ comes 

from standard Normal. Hence, in case of economic downturn, ὓ falls down and ὃ will be very low 

as well, this associates with generating a higher sensitivity factor by construction drawn from Beta 

distribution. A negative correlation between M and ” corresponds to a positive correlation between 

default rates and correlation 

2.2.1.4 Loss given default (LGD) 

A model for LGD (one minus recovery rate) should be able to capture general characteristics 

described in empirical studies and the idiosyncratic features of the specific debt in the bank. According 

to the historical recovery data distribution, the lower LGD rates are more likely than the higher rates 

and historically LGDs change by business cycles which implies they are contingent on the overall 

status of the economy as well.  

  

                                                           
37 In Hull-White this correlation is set ЍπȢυ and it is the case here as well 
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Furthermore, knowing the industry of a company gives guidelines about the recovery ratios as 

well, for example, large industrial or consumer goods with lots of fixed assets to support the debt often 

have higher recoveries. On the other hand banks and financial institutions are assumed to have lower 

recoveries since they often are taken over by governments that insure depositors and policy holders 

to the detriment of creditors, Moreover, companies in the same industries usually have similar capital 

structure which can give guidance on what recoveries can be expected. Archarya, Bharath and 

Srinivasan 2003 found that when industries are in distress, mean LGD is on average 10% to 20% 

higher than otherwise. 

 

 

Geise 2005 suggests a conditional beta distribution to model loss given default. Although the 

recovery distribution domain goes beyond one in the historical density graph, however, it is a rare 

case which takes place solely for bonds. To make the model consistent with the empirical facts, LGD 

should be conditional on the common market factor, like the market index in case of default rates, and 

also captures each industry characteristics with regard to seniority and so on. To do so, the parameters 

of the Beta distribution should be calibrated to the industry/seniority statistics and then the newly 

Figure 12: Beta distribution 

Table 6: industry impact on recoveries, Archarya 2003 
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calibrated model shall be applied in the copula for each specific counterparty corporation. To the 

results presented by Peraudin 2002, correlation between recoveries and aggregate defaults rates for 

the US are -20% on average and about -30% when considering only tails. Therefore, in order to model 

the negative-negative tail dependence of LGD and defaults, the Clayton copula is used to generate 

bivariate random variables with desired correlation. The copula will output standard Normal and the 

calibrated Beta random variables as marginal distributions with required correlation structure. Since 

the asset return is contingent on the common market factor, the LGD will be indirectly correlated to 

the systematic factor as well. For example, in case of weak market or recession, e.g. ὓ  ς, the 

associated assets return will be very low by construction and the Clayton copula will generate a 

correlated (very low) LGD subsequently. The detail process is as described for assets correlation, but, 

here for recoveries Clayton copula is applied. Similarly, ὃ ЍπȢυ ὓ  ЍπȢυ Ὗ is the random 

variable correlated with ὓ with an arbitrary weight of ЍπȢυ the equally distributes weights between 

M and the idiosyncratic factor. Mapping ὃ on its CDF generates the corresponding quintile, then a 

random uniform variable is generated Ὗπȟρ for partial derivative of Clayton copula to 

give ὺ άὥὶὫὭὲὥὰ ὨὭίὸὶὭὦόὸὭέὲ έὪ ὶὩὧέὺὩὶὭώ ὶὥὸὩ. This should be mapped on Beta distribution 

with the associated quintile. The result will be a random recovery rate from Beta distribution with the 

desired correlation pattern with market factor. A sample generated by ‌ ς based on Kendall †

 πȢυ38; this parameter can be estimated from regression on historical data corresponding to default rates 

and recovery rates. The sample simulation is as follow generated in  R-studio; the LGDs are taken 

from  ὄὩὸὥςȟψȢ 

  

                                                           
38 Empirical correlation  
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The model robustness originates from its consistency with empirical evidences to model 

negative-negative tail dependence and the calibrated Beta distribution to capture industry and seniority 

characteristics of the loan. In other words, all derivers of the recovery rates are appropriately modelled 

in this procedure.  

2.2.2 Methodology 

The bank has provided a sample of 197 financial statements and the corresponding ratings 

from counterparty corporations in five sectors including manufacturing, service, domestic trade and 

international trade (named ñtradeò in the thesis).  

There are ὔ counterparty corporations with assets ὠ with ρ Ὥ ὔȢ initially, probability of 

default is calculated based on historical, Merton, Black-Cox or AT1P models. The expected loss for 

each individual counterparty at time Ὕ ρ is, 

Ὁὒ ὒὋὈzὉὃὈzὈ Ὕ  

each asset Ὥ can have one of two states at given horizon, T, it can either be defaulted or not. As an 

indicator for the assets status, Ὀ Ὕ which is binary variable, zero in case of survival and one if default 

happens. Hence, based on the model, if   ὢ  Ὄᶻ then Ὀ Ὕ ρ ὥὲὨ π otherwise, and, the total 

expected loss of the portfolio EL is, 

ὉὒὝ Ὁὒ 

Figure 13: LGD and default rate dependence model by Clayton Copula 

(27) 

(28) 
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An illustrative flow chart of the methodology is as follow, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And the pseudo code for simulation process is presented in Appendix D. In the following, the 

Basel methodology for capital adequacy is reviewed with the corresponding assumptions and initial 

versions of extended models. In the next chapter the proposed model is implemented and outputs 

compared with the results from Basel.  

2.3 Basel Asymptotic Risk Factor Approach (ARFA) 

The ARFA approach is used by Basel framework to compute the capital needed to prevent the 

bank from bankruptcy under a one year period, with probability of more than ή  πȢωωω. In the 

formula PD is probability of default and the same for all exposures, ” is the firmôs assets correlation 

with the systematic common factor and ɮ  is the inverse of standard Normal distribution, 

 

Recovery rate PDs Exposure 

Stochastic, 

Follow Beta 

distribution, 

Correlated with 

PDs via Clayton 

copula 

Stochastic, 

One-factor 

model, 

Correlated via t- 

copula 

Deterministic, 

Loan principle 

 

Default corr. 

Stochastic 

Follow Beta 

distribution 

Correlated via 

Gaussian copula 

ὉὒὝ Ὁὒ 

Portfolio Credit Value at Risk 

Figure 14: methodology flow chart 

(29) 
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To derive the formula Basel takes the following assumptions, 

1. The portfolio is sufficiently fined grained so that the idiosyncratic risk is diversified away 

and only the systematic risk remains and it is the reason that is called a single factor model. 

2. Firmsô assets are correlated to the systematic risk factor which is ὔπȟρ distributed. 

3. The Loss Given Default is assumed constant and similar for each exposure  

4. The loan generates no cash flows 

In practice it is quite impossible to find a portfolio with LGDs, PDs, and correlation the same 

for all exposures. Hence to compute a more accurate 99.9% CVaR per unit of exposure, Gordy 2003, 

Pykhtin and Dev (2002) suggest, 

 

Where index Ὥ represents the corresponding PD, LGD and correlation of assets of firm Ὥ with 

the systematic risk and ,represents the exposure weight ‫ ‫
В

Ȣ The formula still follows 

earlier assumptions in terms of well granularity and single systematic factor model. 

Furthermore, Schonbucher (2002a) and Wehrspohn (2002) investigated that in case of one-factor 

model, by dividing the whole portfolio of credits in fine grained homogeneous portfolio clusters where 

all assets of the same cluster have the same PD, LGD , EAD, correlation and expiry date, the 

percentage of capital needed for the whole portfolio with only ή ρ  ‌ of default probability 

becomes, 

 

Accordingly, if a portfolio is constructed of homogenous sub portfolios then the value of 

regulatory capital to cover the entire portfolio is just the sum of the amounts required to cover each 

sub-portfolio. Here the index Ὧ represents each homogeneous sub-portfolio39. 

                                                           
39 This section mostly borrowed from: Lionel Martin , Analysis of IRB correlation coefficient with an application to 

credit portfolio, 2013, University of Uppsala, 2013 

 

(30) 

(31) 
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CHAPTER 3: IMPLEMENTATION AND RESULTS  

 

 

3.1 Managerial prelude 

Study of likelihood of unexpected losses in a portfolio of exposures is fundamentally important 

for effective risk management. When default losses are modelled, it can be observed that the most 

frequent loss amount will be much lower than the average, because, occasionally, extremely large 

losses are suffered, which have the effect of increasing the average loss. Therefore, a credit provision 

is required as a means of protecting against distributing excess profits during the below average loss 

years. 

To absorb the expected loss of an exposure portfolio the bank should take appropriate pricing 

methods to offer risk-adjusted rates for the loans granted. However, Economic Capital (EC) is required 

as a cushion for the risk of unexpected credit default losses in the bank, because the actual level of 

losses could be significantly higher than the expected loss.   

In this part the proposed model is applied on a sample portfolio of loans from the bank. The 

chapter starts with the managerial issues, and afterwards, Basel Economic Capital is compared with the 

one suggested by the model. Finally, a mathematical model is proposed for the loan portfolio 

optimization and, the efficient frontiers plus the proposed portfolio structures in both the frameworks 

of Basel and the model is compared. The chapter investigates whether model and Basel suggest distinct 

lending strategy or not. 
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Knowledge of credit default loss distribution arising from a portfolio of exposure provides a 

bank with management information of the amount of capital that the bank is putting at risk by holding 

that credit portfolio. Given the necessity of economic capital for unexpected losses, a percentile level 

provides a means of determining the level of economic capital for a required level of confidence. In 

order to capture a significant proportion of the tail of the credit default loss distribution, conventionally 

from the standard, the 99.9th percentile of loss level over a one-year time horizon is a suitable 

definition for credit risk economic capital40.  

 

 

It is possible to control the risk of losses that fall within each of the three parts of the loss 

distribution in the following ways, 

Part of loss distribution Control mechanism 

Up to Expected Loss Adequate pricing and provisioning 

Expected Lossð99.9% Percentile Loss Economic capital and/or provisioning  

Greater than 99.9% Percentile Loss Quantified using scenario analysis and controlled with 

concentration limits 

Table 7: how banks treat loan portfolio loss 

 

  

                                                           
40 Credit Swiss, Credit Risk+ document 

Figure 15: how banks treat their loan portfolio loss 
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In the latest version of the Basel proposal for an Internal Ratings-Based (ñIRBò) approach 

(Basel Committee on Bank Supervision 2001), the bucketing system is required to partition 

instruments by internal borrower rating; by loan type (e.g., sovereign vs. corporate vs. project finance); 

by one or more proxies for seniority/collateral type, which determines loss severity in the event of 

default; and by maturity. More complex systems might further partition instruments by, for example, 

country and industry of borrower. 

3.2 Descriptive analysis of loan portfolio  

Loan data (of 197 companies) from bank is presented in Appendix E and in this part a 

descriptive statistics of data is presented. From the summary statistics of exposures, the minimum 

exposure of 2 mln belongs to a counterparty from ñdomestic tradeò sector, while the maximum of 

362,700 million is from this sector as well. Moreover, the average exposure is around 29,320 (mln) 

and 50% of the counterparties requested a loan below 10,000 million. The aggregate portfolio 

exposure is 5,776,872 mln. 

   Min. 1st Qu.  Median    Mean 3rd Qu.    Max.  
      2    3000   10000   29320   30000  362700  
 

A more illustrative distribution of exposures is depicted in the following pie chart. According 

to this graph, the major concentration of the bank loan portfolio lies in the ñmanufacturingò and 

ñdomestic tradeò sectors, however, ñdomestic tradeò sector dominants by 37% of total exposures and 

ñmanufacturingò places in the second rank by 29% of total exposures in the portfolio. ñReal estatesò 

15%, ñtradeò 13%, and ñserviceò by 6%, are the least exposures respectively. 

 

  

trade

13%

manufacturing

29%
domestic trade

37%

real estates

15%

service

6%

EXPOSURE

Figure 16: Exposure distribution among sectors 
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Summary of the default probabilities in the portfolio is as below. Apparently, depending on 

the credit rate assigned by the bank, PDs vary in a range from .02% to 17.7%.  

   Min. 1st Qu.  Median    Mean 3rd Qu.    Max.  
0.00022 0.01166 0.04546 0.06780 0.17720 0.17720  
 

The inner distribution of loan amounts in each sector is magnified in figure 17 and 18. 

Apparently, in all sectors the exposures are highly right skewed and hardy exceed 100 billion. 

However, there are some loans beyond 200 billion in ñreal estatesò and ñmanufacturingò where the 

bank is more confident of collaterals and fixed assets in the corporationôs balance sheets. This is also 

the case for ñdomestic tradeò and implicitly reflects banks closer business interaction with 

corporations in ñdomestic sectorò rather companies active international ñtradeò.  

 

 

From the pie chart information and the illustrative charts below, bank is likely to grant loan to ñtradeò 

and ñserviceò companies and attempts to interact with more credit worthy clients in these sectors. This 

is obvious from the credit grades distribution by sectors in the subsequent charts (figure 17, 18). 

Moreover, in the frequency graph of credit rates by sector, below, bank portfolio chiefly is 

constructed by loans rated ñBaaò, ñBaò and ñBò. The charts suggest that distribution of loans with 

various rates differ in sectors. For instance, in ñserviceò , ñdomestic tradeò and ñreal estatesò, the 

majority of loans are from rates ñBò and ñBaò, ñBaaò and ñCò, however, in ñtradeò and ñreal estatesò, 

grades of  type ñAò is more observable relatively. Moreover, ñserviceò and ñmanufacturingò sectors 

carry the least creditworthy loans of rate ñCCCò, but this is not the case for ñreal estatesò. 

Figure 17: Exposure distribution in each sector 
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3.3 Model evaluation 

In order to get ensured if  the model fulfills all the expetations concerning the attributes of 

variables and their interactions, prior to evaluating the results with Basel a sample of outputs are 

reviewed. Follwing graphs illustrate the dependecy format of correlations and LGDs to the economy 

status. Obviously, from the right hand graph, there is a pinch in the down right revealing a higher level 

of dependency in bad economy situation, between LGD and economy, however, the likehood of co-

movement declines as economy is experiencing normal or expansionary conditions. Applying Clayton 

copula enabled the model to capture such dependency pattern. 

  

 

Figure 18: credit rate distribution in each sector 

Figure 19: correlations vs. economy status                       Figure 20:  LGD vs. economy status 
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Moreover, the left scatter plot demonstrates the negative dependency of correlations and 

economy index which is created via Gaussian copula. Moreover, t-copula modeled tail dependence 

and intensified the default ratesô co-movements in the extreme situations of economy booms and 

downturns. This is the case particularly in downturns where companies are likely to default together. 

In Gaussian copula the probability of this co-movement in extreme cases in zero for all range of 

correlation, however, this is not the case in t-copula. 

  

 

The graph at the left depicts the margin distribution of default rates for two sample companies 

in the loan portfolio. The pinched areas at the corners is noticable representing higher correlation at 

extremes. It illustartes that when company A performs very god or bad, it is more likely to observe 

such behavior from company B, while it is not the case in normal situations. The pinched areas reveal 

a more intense tendency for co-movement at extremes.  

3.4 Model implementation 

The simulation of the model41 on the bank laon portfolio is run for 100,000 times (degree of 

freedom=3) and Creit-VaR for various percentiles are compared with 99.9% percentile suggested by 

Basel. To make the portfolio consistent with Basel assumptions, the average of default probabilities 

is tabken as the common PD and the copula correlation is inserted on the ground of J. Lopez (2004) 

which investigates an empirical relationship between default probabilites and asset correlations. 

                                                           
41 mybankBasel() in R 

  Figure 21: default rate correlation by t-copula          Figure 22:  default rate of company A and B 


































































